How high a rank they should be given in a general scheme of classification is a matter impossible to decide satisfactorily until the characters of all Heteroptera have been more closely scrutinized and evaluated. We content ourselves for the present, therefore, in saying that the more distinctive characters of the group are: absence of metapleural ostioles, possession of only 5 or 6 exposed ventral segments, and the characteristic texture and venation of the wings.
The fore wings may be entirely coriaceous or entirely membranous but hardly ever are so differentiated in texture that a definite membrane can be recognized. The definite venation of the basal part of the fore wings, and the extension of one or two longitudinal veins entirely to the apical margin, are distinctive. The hind wings have more or less incised margins, simple longitudinal veins, and so far as observed no cross veins (figs. [5] [6] [7] 47) . The less significant characters of antennae, beak, and tarsi, already mentioned, in connection with the small size of the insect's, are useful for ordinary recognition of the group.
KEY TO THE SUBFAMILIES 1. Propleurum normal to reduced in size, never swollen anteriorly below eyes; coxae greatly developed, occupying pleural spaces so that only the proplerum is near normal size, metapleurum almost suppressed ; anterior width of scutellum over one-half that of hind margin of pronotum ; costa of fore wing with a definite fracture in macropterous forms ; vein along hind margin of clavus crossing clavus obliquely some distance before apex ; one or two free veins in apex of wing of macropterous forms (figs. 1-4, [8] [9] ; head usually more porrect and less deeply set into the *bt. 13 CRYPTOSTEMMATID BUGS MrATEE AND MAL.LOCH 3> thorax, than in the contrasted group, eyes projecting laterally, scarcely overlapping anterior angles of pronotum ; head and tibiae usually with strong bristles; hypopygium of male with two or three pairs of distinct clasping organs (fig. 12) figure 13 ; venation of fore wing as in figure 1 ; hind wing as in figure 5 . Length, 2-2.25 We have before us the genotype of Cryptostemma; the minute closed cell at the base of the discal cell of fore wing shown in our figure (9) figure 72 paraguayana, new species. Eye more than half as wide as vertex ; fifth sternite of male as in figure 73 affinis Poppius. Pronotum shallow lv emarginate in front of scutellum, the latter slightly notched apically. Metapleurum much as in preceding two species from which this form, however, differs strikingly in the armature of the fifth sternite ( fig. 82') 
